
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



IN THE POPULARIZATION OF BIBLE STUDY 



CLYDE W. VOTAW 
The University of Chicago 



To those interested in religious study and religious work President 
Harper was chiefly known by his activity in promoting the historical 
study of the Bible. For a period of twenty-five years he devoted him- 
self with great enthusiasm and unceasing labor to popularizing the 
knowledge of the Bible which had been acquired by scholars during 
the nineteenth century. He wished all to have the intimate acquaint- 
ance with and love for the Bible which he had himself found in his 
professional study. That was a worthy ambition, and in a large 
measure he saw its realization. 

President Harper began this popular Bible work in the year 1881, 
at the age of twenty-five, two years after he became professor of 
Hebrew in the Baptist Theological Seminary at Morgan Park, 111. 
Here he was teaching Hebrew to seminary classes, but he saw an 
opportunity and felt an impulse to arouse the ministers of Chicago, 
and of the country at large, to a renewed study of Hebrew and the Old 
Testament. He organized clubs of ministers for this purpose, he 
conducted summer schools at several centers, and he prepared corre- 
spondence courses for Hebrew instruction. His enthusiasm was con- 
tagious. A kind of Hebrew revival took place in the theological 
seminaries, among the professors as well as among the students; and 
the ministers of many churches, denominations, and states were 
stirred to vigorous linguistic and historical study of the Bible. 

Then the popular work grew in his hands. Public interest 
increased. There arose a demand for similar means of studying the 
New Testament in Greek, and later for the study of the English Bible. 
Correspondence courses were prepared in these subjects also, summer 
schools were multiplied, a monthly journal to lead the movement was 
established. In ten years' time President Harper was the recognized 
leader in America of scholarly Bible study among the people. Nor 
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did his entrance upon the presidency of the University of Chicago in 
1891 turn him aside from this popular work to which he was ardently 
devoted. On the contrary, he continued his interest and his activities 
in this direction, developing the various organizations, publications, 
and methods by which the work was being done. No duty seemed to 
the President more attractive, more promising, or more imperative. 
Into this work he poured many thousands of dollars from his own 
annual income, together with generous contributions from friends of 
Bible study who caught from him the vision and enthusiasm for 
advancing God's kingdom in this noble way. 

From the beginning in 1881, throughout the twenty-five years until 
his death, this extension among the people of a knowledge and appre- 
ciation of the Bible was carried on in addition to his extraordinary 
labors as an Old Testament scholar and teacher, first as professor 
of Hebrew in the Baptist Theological Seminary at Morgan Park, 111., 
for the years 1879-86, then as professor of Semitic languages and 
(after 1889) of biblical literature in Yale University for the years 1886- 
91, and finally as professor and head of the department of Semitic 
languages and literatures in the University of Chicago, in conjunc- 
tion with the presidency. During the past fifteen years President 
Harper accomplished the work of three average men. His active 
mind, his inexhaustible enthusiasm, his absolute devotion to high 
ideals and gigantic tasks, his tireless energy, and his extraordinary 
physical strength, enabled him to achieve great results in scholarship, 
in administration, and as a popular leader. 

It is interesting to follow the development of the organization which 
President Harper constructed for promoting Bible study among the 
people. The foundation was laid in the Institute of Hebrew, which 
he started in February, 1881, with the support of many of America's 
best Hebrew scholars and teachers. By the end of its first year the 
Institute of Hebrew had correspondence students in forty-four states 
and territories, and in eight foreign countries. In the succeeding years 
many hundreds of ministers and students reviewed or acquired Hebrew 
under his direction. By 1889 the need for correspondence courses in 
the Greek New Testament and the English Bible, as well as for other 
methods of popularizing Bible study in addition to the correspondence 
instruction, led to a reorganization of the Institute of Hebrew under a 
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more comprehensive name, the American Institute of Sacred Litera- 
ture. Professor Harper was elected principal of the Institute. The 
official statement of its purpose read: "To promote the philological, 
literary, historical, and exegetical study of the Scriptures by means of 
such instrumentalities as may be found practicable." 

The next stage of development in this organization was reached 
in 1895, when the board of directors was merged into a larger body 
called the Council of Seventy, the active members of which were 
teachers of the Bible in seminaries, colleges, and universities through- 
out the country, and the associate members were ministers and reli- 
gious workers of many denominations and lines of activity. To this 
Council was assigned the direction of the work of the American Insti- 
tute of Sacred Literature, President Harper continuing as principal. 
The Council of Seventy set forth the following declaration of prin- 
ciples : "The Council does not stand for any theory of interpretation, 
or school of criticism, or denomination; but for a definite endeavor 
to promote the knowledge of the Word of God as interpreted in the 
best light of today. From this point of view also the contributions of 
other religious literatures are sought by the Council, that through the 
study of these literatures the teachings of the Scriptures may be more 
clearly understood. The Council is organized on the basis of a belief 
that the Bible is a unique revelation from God, and it strives in a 
constructive spirit to investigate the teachings of the Bible and to 
extend its influence among the people. While, therefore, a large 
liberty is allowed to the individual teacher, the position occupied by 
the Council is altogether evangelical." 

The American Institute of Sacred Literature survives its founder, 
and will continue its work. The only change necessitated by Presi- 
dent Harper's death (and effected by himself last July) was the union 
of the Institute with the University Extension Division of the Univer- 
sity of Chicago, in order to guarantee its financial support and to give 
it the added strength of affiliation with a regular educational institu- 
tion. The chairman of the executive committee now in charge is 
Professor Ernest D. Burton, head of the New Testament department 
in the University of Chicago. 

The financial history of this organization, if fully written, would 
be of interest. Beginning without capital, the Institute has been 
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sustained for twenty-five years by the income from its students, 
supplemented by the gifts of those who have appreciated its work. 
Among these President Harper himself was always the largest con- 
tributor. Urged at times by his friends to lighten his heavy load 
of responsibility by discontinuing the Institute, he answered that he 
could almost as easily think of sacrificing one of his children. One 
of the President's unfulfilled hopes was that the Institute might be 
amply endowed, and thus the perpetuity of its work secured. Yet 
the sensitiveness arising from his official relation to the University, 
and his more personal relation to the Institute as its founder, kept 
him from raising or accepting large sums of money for the latter. 
In one notable instance he declined, for the reason just named, an 
amount that would have constituted for the Institute an adequate 
and permanent endowment. 

The last stage in the development of the popular Bible study move- 
ment took form in a new, distinct organization named the Religious 
Education Association. It was founded by an important convention 
for religious and moral education held at Chicago in February, 1903, 
and attended by eminent representatives of the churches, the schools 
and colleges, the religious press, the Y. M. C. A., and many other 
institutions and agencies for religion and education throughout the 
United States and Canada. The first president of the Association was 
Dean Frank K. Sanders, of Yale University. President Harper, whose 
ideals, organizing genius, energy, and influence had created this great 
composite and complex organization, became chairman of the Execu- 
tive Board, and continued in this office until his death. What the 
Association has accomplished for religious and moral education during 
the three years of its activity is chiefly the product of President 
Harper's remarkable visions, labors, and leadership. 

Another line of popular work which President Harper built up 
was that of Bible teaching through lectures delivered in institutions 
for general education, at local institutes held specifically for this pur- 
pose in many cities, at summer schools wholly or partly conducted 
for this purpose in many parts of the country, and other similar oppor- 
tunities. This kind of work was in a sense the extension of divinity 
school instruction to the people at large. Dr. Harper himself, while 
professor at Yale University, gave weekly Bible lectures at Vassar 
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College for a period of two years; at another time he carried on a simi- 
lar course at Wellesley College. He lectured also in many cities, 
arousing interest in and enthusiasm for Bible study. For many years 
he devoted his summers to teaching the Bible at summer schools 
arranged under his direction, and at Chautauqua assemblies. His 
striking success in this work led to his appointment in 1885 as prin- 
cipal of the Chautauqua College of Liberal Arts, and six years later as 
principal of the entire Chautauqua System, an office which he retained 
until 1898. It was an uncounted multitude of persons, many of them 
already leaders in Bible study and religious work, who made Presi- 
dent Harper's acquaintance during those Chautauqua summers, 
imbibed his learning, caught his ardor, and went forth to imitate his 
energy and devotion to the Bible. Some who knew him in those Yale 
and Chautauqua years think they were the happiest of his life. 

Further, the regular institutions of school and church were led 
by President Harper to see a new ideal and to feel a new impulse for 
Bible study. Many of the best colleges of America, one after another, 
established chairs of biblical instruction for undergraduates, as a part 
of the general training afforded by their curricula. It became recog- 
nized that the general student, as well as the professional theological 
student, was entitled to, and should receive, good college instruction 
in the history, literature, and teaching of both Old and New Testa- 
ments. President Harper projected a series of textbooks for the study 
of the Bible in colleges, and himself prepared two valuable volumes 
of the series, Constructive Studies in the Priestly Element in the Old 
Testament (third edition, 1905), and Constructive Studies in the Pro- 
phetic Element in the Old Testament (1905). 

The Sunday school, too, received much attention in his thought and 
work. He clearly saw the important place that it occupies in the 
religious and moral education of the child, and the vital need of the 
child for an early acquaintance with the Bible, that its ideas, its ex- 
amples, its inspiration may become an essential factor in the personal 
development. He accomplished much toward bringing about a better 
knowledge of the Bible on the part of Sunday-school teachers, and 
better Bible study on the part of the children. For the Sunday 
school also he began the publication of a series of textbooks, several 
volumes of which have already appeared. He was for nine years 
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superintendent of the Hyde Park Baptist Sunday School, in the 
vicinity of the University of Chicago, and led in working out prac- 
tically some of the difficult problems of a regular Sunday-school cur- 
riculum and of the reconstruction of methods necessitated by a higher 
Sunday-school ideal. The plans of the Religious Education Associa- 
tion in regard to Sunday-school improvement and progress . were 
expressive of his ideas and purposes in this direction. It was one 
of President Harper's cherished but unfulfilled projects to establish 
in connection with the University, as a part of its School of Educa- 
tion, a "model" Sunday school for experiment in realizing the best 
ideas for this vital educational institution of the church. 

The Divinity School of the University of Chicago, and indirectly 
many other theological seminaries, felt the inspiration and force of 
President Harper's clear, far-sighted, and incisive thinking upon the 
subject of the instruction and training of young men for the ministry. 
He loved the Bible, the young men, and the people to whom they 
were to minister. To bring young men to understand and appre- 
ciate the Bible was his first aim; his second was to prepare the young 
men to bring the people to know and love and live the Bible. 

Finally, all these lines of popular religious work were reinforced, 
guided, and inspired by President Harper's monthly publication, the 
Biblical World. This magazine had grown up with him, and was 
one of his chief joys. It has been the most constant and the most 
complete exponent of his whole soul and his whole career. The year 
1882 saw its beginning as a thin little quarto paper called the Hebrew 
Student, designed to aid in the campaign for Hebrew study he then 
had in progress. The next year it became a monthly, the number of 
its pages was increased, and it was rechristened the Old Testament 
Student. Thenceforth it contained editorials, articles, and studies, 
not only upon the language of the Old Testament, but upon its history, 
literature, and teaching as well. Six years later, in 1888, the maga- 
zine had again outgrown its size and its name. The movement for 
Bible study among the people had become widespread and influential. 
The New Testament could no longer be absent from the periodical 
that was voicing the ideas and principles of this movement. The peri- 
odical was once more enlarged, and its name again changed, becoming 
the Old and New Testament Student. The editorials, articles, studies, 
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and book reviews now dealt with the whole Bible. The circulation 
increased, and the Student accomplished great things in theological 
seminaries, colleges, Bible classes, Sunday schools, the pastor's study, 
and the home. The editor's name was known and his influence felt 
in religious circles everywhere. His scholarship and his enthusiastic 
activity for better Bible study assisted to make a new era in the prog- 
ress of religious education. 

One further stage in the development of this magazine was reached 
in 1893. At that time it was adopted into the system of periodical 
publications inaugurated by the University of Chicago as a part of 
its educational work. President Harper then found for it the name 
which for thirteen years it has borne, the Biblical World. Until 
his death he continued to direct its policy. As it had been the special 
recipient of his thought and labor since he founded it in 1882, so 
it continued to receive his guidance, express his spirit, announce 
his plans, and publish the fruits of his studies. In the advance 
made during the last twenty-five years in popular Bible study, and 
indeed in the historical interpretation of the Bible by professional 
scholars in America, the work done by President Harper through the 
Biblical World has been no small factor. What man of the present 
generation has seen more clearly and more effectively than he the 
truth, the glory, the usefulness, and the power of the Bible ? Who 
among us has done as much as he to make the Bible a living book ? 
Who has more truly exalted the Bible in the thoughts and hearts of his 
fellow-men ? He subjected his life to the truth and the leading of the 
Bible, he devoted his life to teaching the Bible to others. What he 
gave in so many ways to the world was his own grasp and apprecia- 
tion of God as he revealed himself in the Bible. President Harper's 
supreme purpose in all his work was to inspire others to commit 
their lives, as he had committed his life, to the love and will of God 
— the God of Moses, of Samuel, of Amos, and of Isaiah, the God 
supremely revealed in Jesus Christ. 



